I have first met both of them, I believe, at a soil zoology symposium in Louvainla-Neuve in 1982, and recall the intensity in Konjev's voice when he talked about his research, and the quiet presence of Jean-Pierre.
I remember Konjev mostly through our encounters at meetings like this one, where he has always been present (actually more frequently than myself ), and I do not think there are many in this room who do not remember him as one of the central figures of our carabidologist meetings.
Jean-Pierre was a more relaxed, one could even say slower, but no less impressive personality. Jean-Pierre Maelfait was born in 1951, 5 years senior to Konjev, and spent most of his career at the University of Ghent and at the Institute for Nature Conservation and Forestry in Brussels (INBO). Like for many others who graduated from that university, he was also Konjev's teacher, later a colleague and friend. As a teacher, he will be long remembered -I believe there are several participants in this room who were Jean-Pierre's students, and I am sure he has made a profund influence on your knowledge and professional attitude. Jean-Pierre was also a productive scientist -his output, Konjev Desender Jean-Pierre Maelfait
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